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NEW ENGLAND AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 



BY R. A. BROCK, SECRETARY OF THE SOUTHERN HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY. 

The active agency of New England in supplying Virgin- 
ia with slaves and in riveting the deplorable and troublesome 
negro population on the South, has been, it may be admitted, 
abundantly established. 0> 

The following letter is, however, of interest in additional 
circumstantial illustration. 

It is from the Letter Book of William Fitzhugh, of "Bed- 
ford" ( in King George County, Virginia ), an influential 
lawyer and planter. The original of these letters, covering 
the period 1679-1698, is in the library of Harvard University. 
I possess a copy made in 1873 from a copy then owned by 
the late John M. Gordon, of Norfolk, Virginia, which, at my 
request, he deposited with the Virginia Historical Society, a 
few years later: 

Mr. Fitzhugh to Mr. Jackson, of Piscataway, in New England : 

"February nth, 1682-3. 
'• Mr. Jackson: 

As to your proposal about the bringing in Negroes next 
fall, I have this to offer & you may communicate the same to 
your owners & employers that I will deal with them for so 
many as shall amount to 50,000 lbs. Tob° & Cask, which will 
be about 20 hhds., under the condition & at these ages & 
prices following, to say — to give 3,000 lbs. Tob° for every 
Negro boy or girl that shall be between the ages of Seven & 
Eleven years old; to give 4,000 lbs. Tob° for every youth or 



(1) See Moore's - 'History of Slavery in Masschusetts." "Past 
Relation of Virginia to African Slavery," R. A. Brock, Virginia His- 
torical Collection, Vol, VI., and numerous other works. 
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girl that shall be between the age of ti & 15, & to give 5,000 
bs. of Tob° for every young man or woman that shall be 
above 15 years ot age & not exceed 24, the said negroes to be 
delivered at my landing some time in September next & 1 to 
have notice whether they will so agree some time in August 
next. And I do assure you and so you may acquaint them 
that upon delivery & my receipt of the Negroes, according to 
the ages above mentioned and that they be sound & health- 
ful at their Delivery, I will give you such sufficient caution 
for the payment of the Tob° accordingly the 20 th Dec r the 
next following as shall be approved of. The ages of the 
Negroes to be judg'd and determin'd by two or three such 
honest & reasonable men here as your self shall nominate & 
appoint. The whole of sum of the Tob° to be paid in the 
compass of twenty miles, perhaps not so remote.* 1 ' 

Your wff." 

Tobacco, an important factor in the political economy of 
Colonial Virginia, had a vital connection with the founding 
of William and Mary College. 

In 1692, a revenue was provided for its support by the 
imposition of one penny per pound on all tobacco imported 
from Virginia and Maryland to other Colonies. 

It may be desirable that the pecuniary value of negro 
slaves at the period of the letter be fixed. Tobacco was then 
worth about two pence per pound, < 2 > the value of the slaves of 
the ages stated would be respectively £\2 10s., £xd 13s. 4d- 
and ^20 16s. §d. These prices had nearly doubled at the 
period immediately preceding the American Revolution, 
when boys and girls commanded from ^20 to ,£30, and 
adults from ^40 to ^60. 

At the latter period the value of the pound, Virginia cur- 
rency, compared with the pound sterling, was as two to three; 



(1) Points of delivery along the Rappahannock River. 

(2) Consult — 'A Succinct Account of Tobacco in Virginia,i6o7- 
179c," by R. A. Brock. Tenth Census of the United States Statis- 
tics on Agriculture, pp. 212, 225. 
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thus the values decimally, then were, say, about from $67.00 
to $100.00, and 133.00 to $200.00. At the close of the eigh- 
teenth century these last values had again about doubled. 



EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS. 



COMMUNICATED EY EDWARD W. JAMES. 



BERKELEY AND THE QUAKERS. 

Lower Norfl At a Court held the 15 th August A° 1660 
psent Coll John Sidney m r John Martin 
Major Lem Mason m r William Robinson, Comrs 

"m r Conquest August: 8 th 1660. 

I hearr w th Sorrow y* you are very remise in yo r office, in 
not stopping y ee frequent meetings of this most pestilent Sect 
of y e quakers, whether this bee so or not, I doe charge you? 
(by vertue of y r power y e grand assembly has entrusted mee- 
w ,h ) not to suffer any more of theire meeting or Conventicles 
& if any such shal bee refractory y* you send them up prison- 
ers to James Citty. I expect your obedience to this w ch I send 
you w th out enclosing y' all may take notice of it 

yo r Loving ffrend 

William Berkeley 
ffor mr Richard Conquest: sherr of Lower Norfl" 

THOMAS NEWHOUSE. 

Lower Norfolk Att a Court held 15 th Aug* 1683 
Presen' Coll Lemuel mason 

m r \v m daines m r Geo. Newton 
m r Henry Spratt m r Tho Hodgis. Justices. 
" Whereas W m porten hath Represented to this Court 
that hee hath been Informed that One Thomas newhouse 
(beefore a Certaine number of people that mett upon fryday 
last att the house of Gilbert Lewis to heere him Speake) did 
declare Severall words In derogation of the bible amounting 
to blasphemy. It is therefore ordered that the Shrff take the 



